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The Summer Culture Camp at UW-
Whitewater in Whitewater, Wisconsin 
was an astounding success. All families 
that attended enjoyed the array of cul-
tural activities offered, from playing 
chess and enjoying Russian tea, to 
learning Cyrillic writing and Russian lan-
guage, to storytelling in the Mongolian 
yurt and Russian and Mongolian-
themed crafts.   

Special Thanks to efforts by Suzanne 
Popke (BRAFF mom) Julie Hoffman 
(BRAFF Secretary) and Kim Kipp 
(BRAFF President), the weekend was 
an incredible success! Families sup-
ported BRAFF projects through pur-
chases made at the Gift Shop and dur-
ing the Saturday evening auction. 
Thanks to all of the families that volun-
teered an hour or more of their time dur-

ing the event to help it run smoothly!  

On Saturday evening, we enjoyed an 
amazing display of Mongolian talent  
including dancers, musicians and 
singers. In addition, Kim Kipp intro-
duced the latest programs that BRAFF 
is supporting, including medical needs 
of three very special orphans and de-
velopment of athletic programs at the 
Russian orphanages. More informa-
tion is available in this newsletter 
(pages 3, 4, and 5). There is truly 
something for everyone in these new 
programs! Thanks to the generous 
support of BRAFF family and friends, 
BRAFF generated over $10,000 in 
donations through the gift shop, auc-
tion, and general donations during the 
Whitewater Culture Camp weekend. 
Thanks for your generous support!! 

Culture Camp 2008 = Great Fun!  

Future BRAFF Gathering Dates and Locations  
 

August 2008  
Alexandra Jilkina from Moscow is planning to travel to the US, spending some 
time in Wisconsin. We will try to arrange a picnic time with Alexandra in mid to 

late August. Final date and location to be announced via email.   
 

March 6 -7, 2009 
Wilderness Resort (waterpark) - Wisconsin Dells, WI  

Glacier Canyon Lodge: Rooms $120-$175/night. BRAFF group.  
Call 1-800-867-9453 for reservations. Group rates expire Feb 3, 2009. 

 

 June 12 -13, 2009  
General gathering at Newport Resort in Egg Harbor, WI 

 

 June 25 -27, 2010  
Four Seasons ResortðPembine, WI. In the planning stages. Please join us for 

a fun-filled weekend, including a golf outing and fundraiser.  



PAGE 2 JULY 2008   

Culture Camp Fun!  
(photos provided by Grandma Popke and Lori Berryman)  

Culture Camp 2008 was held at the University of Wis-

consin-Whitewater on June 13 -15.  Events kicked off 

with drumming by the local elementary school drum-

ming group on Friday evening (pictured to the right). 

Saturday activities were extensive, with arts and 

crafts (Russian, Buryat and Mongolian crowns; Sibe-

rian tiger and snow leopard masks) chess lessons, Cy-

rillic writing, and Russian language classes offered 

morning and afternoon. Kids needing a little physical activity enjoyed a game of soccer (shown 

below, left).  Late afternoon meant time for storytelling in the ger 

(pictured below, right) by a local historian. A brief introduction to 

the importance of the ger and hearth in Mongolian and Buryat cul-

ture was provided, followed by 

a lively folk story, which had 

many children laughing and 

chanting replies.  

Many of the families enjoyed 

Russian cookies and tea in the 

inaugural Russian Tea Room. 

Participants there were also treated to our children singing, reciting poetry 

or playing instruments. The Tea Room 

was such a hit with families, that we are 

considering offering it at future BRAFF 

events. An open-to-all Talent Show was 

held in the late afternoon, with many of 

our BRAFF kids participating. Great show 

by all of our children!   

Saturday evening included the cultural 

dinner, showcasing Russian and Mongo-

lian foods, and Mongolian entertainment with the highlights including Mon-

golian instruments, singing and dancing. The Silent Auction included over 

100 items, with several favorites eliciting all -in -good-fun bidding wars.  Pres-

entations by Kim Kipp and Jamie Hillend identified the successes of the past 

two years, and the proposed focus for 2008 to 2010. 

Details of the projects that BRAFF would like to 

fund over the next few months and years, are iden-

tified on pages 3, 4 and 5 of this newsletter. Be sure 

to check those out!  

And, finally, please mark your calendars for June 

25-27, 2010 for the next òmain eventó which will be 

hosted in Pembine, Wisconsin at the Four Seasons 

Resort and Hotel. We look forward to it!  



In addition to all of the wonderful cultural 

activities provided during our Reunion in 

Whitewater, Wisconsin, BRAFF announced 

new program needs of the Russian orphan-

ages. Those needs are based on requests of sev-

eral families that wanted to support physical 

activity development for the children.   

We think you will find an activity or program 

within this list! Honor your childõs birthday 

or your Gotcha Day anniversary by sponsor-

ing the purchase of one or more pieces of play-

ground equipment, toys, bicycles, skates, or 

skis for an orphanage. The specific projects 

and needs are listed below by orphanage.  

Dom Rebrunka (Little Crane) Orphanage 
(Ulan -Ude, Russia. Birth to 3 years old)  

         Quantity           Unit price   

I. For disabled children                   

Chair with rigid fixation        3    $348   

Medical go-cart                  2    $218    

Wash vacuum cleaner             1                $653 

II. For Child Development   

Plastic swing                   6     $260 

Plastic Descent Slide              4    $435 

Bicycle                   6            $45 

Car- trolley                   6     $45  

Umbrella (tent)                    6    $348 

Inflatable swimming -pool        6           $87 

Plastic sand -box                   6     $305 

Sand Scoops, baskets, rakes.   Misc.   $130    
 

Malychok Orphanage  

(Ulan -Ude, Russia. 3 to 7 years old)  

I. Ecological Path òWonderlandó Project 

5 gazebos  3 m x 5 m, tents, verandah    

Summer swimming -pool  4 m x 5 m  

Cycle way 

Tricycle 5   pieces 

Bicycles 5 pieces  

Scooter 10 pieces     Total Cost:  $1100 

 

II. Health Center Costs  

Shower stalls (3)     $ 1959 

Repair of swimming -pool discharge              $ 435 

Sauna equipment                           $ 218 

Repair of sauna             $2175 

Training machines for children         $1305 

Total Costs for Health Center     $6092  

 

Sanatorium Orphanage  

(Ulan -Ude, Russia. 7 to 17 year -old orphans)  

Item                    Quantity            Unit Price  

Bicycles             6 to 8            $150 

Sports clothes      40     $50 

(pants, jackets, t -shirts)  

Sport shoes (running shoes)    40      $40   

Balls and different sport implements   $150 

 

Kamensk Orphanage  

(100 miles west of Ulan -Ude). Houses 30 to 40 children, 

ages 7 to16 years old. 

Item         Quantity            Unit Price  

Bicycles           10  $150 

Skis            20                       $100  

Skates            20  $150 

     

You can sponsor the purchase of a bicycle, 

tricycle, pair of skis or skates, athletic 

wear and shoes, play equipment, or a por-

tion  of any project! The choice is yours.  

On behalf of the executive committee of 

the Baikal Region Adoptive Family Fund, 

we thank the membership and donors for 

your continued generosity that helps sup-

port the welfare of children in the Lake 

Baikal Region of Russia and Mongolia.  

Please, send your tax -deductible donation 

to BRAFF, P.O. Box  2672, Appleton, WI 

54912.  

WANTED: Bikes, Skates, and Skis!  

PAGE 3 JULY 2008   



PAGE 4 JULY 2008   

In an electronic mailing, Kim Kipp, BRAFF President, announced a special program 
dedicated to helping three children currently housed at Malychok orphanage in Ulan-
Ude, Russia. The children are Anna, Sasha and Kristina. All three children have 
physical disabilities that impair their ability to communicate with others. Meet Anna, at 
the right. Anna has cleft lip and palate, making it impossible for her to form intelligible 
sounds.  

Sasha, in the photo to the left, and Kristina, in the photo below to 
the right, are hearing impaired. As such, they have not learned to 
speak, and communication with others is limited. Kim states, 
these ñ... three children are at risk of being sent to the Byangol 
orphanage. This orphanage is for children who are severely men-
tally handicapped. It is a terrible place.ò Kim continues ...Malychok Orphanage Director 
ñElena fears these children will never reach their potential if they are forced to go to By-
angol. Elena assures us that they are all bright children in need of 
medical therapies for their physical needs.ò 

Without medical intervention, these three children will be sent to an 
orphanage for the severely disabled. What chance will they have once housed there? 
With no access to formal education, and limited medical intervention for orphans, they will 
likely never have the chance to learn to communicate with others. What chance will they 
have to make it in this world? Like all other orphans, at the age of 16, they, will have to 
leave the orphanage. What chance exists for these three?  

BRAFF is asking for your help, on behalf of these children. Help us provide them the 
chance to receive medical care in the United States. This chance alone will greatly affect 
their future. They will have the chance to go to school, instead of being sent to Byangol. 
The chance to communicate with others, to express their desires and hopes. The chance 
to learn.  

Initial medical evaluations will determine what, if any, surgery can be performed. Possibilities include surgery 
to repair cleft palate; hearing evaluations; cochlear implants; and hearing aids to overcome profound hearing 
loss. Below is a detailed list of the expected costs associated with bringing these children to the United States 
for medical evaluation. If you can be of assistance with any of these items, or if you are willing to sponsor 
medical treatment, or be a host family while the children are in the U.S., please contact Kim Kipp via email at 
kkipp@comcast.net or call Kim at 847-373-7100. The process to travel to the US requires a initial trip to Mos-
cow for an interview with the US embassy. This would include the two adult chaperones only. Assuming eve-
rything was approved at the embassy, travel to the US could occur three weeks 
later. During their stay in the US, host families will provide food and lodging.  

Moscow Visa Trip : $5,400  

Covers expenses for two adult chaperones to visit the US embassy in Moscow to apply for vi-
sas for themselves and on behalf of the three orphaned children. Cost estimate includes Rus-
sian domestic airfare, lodging, food, and visa application expenses 

United States Trip : $13,550  

Covers expenses for two adult chaperones to accompany three orphaned children. Includes 
domestic and international airfare, lodging in Moscow, food in Moscow, and transfer between 
airports. Not included in this estimate: accident/health insurance policies for all 5 visitors during 
their time in the U.S.  

  

Operation Chance  

$20,000  
 
 
$18,000  
 
 
$16,000  
 
 
$14,000  
 
 
$12,000  
 
 
$10,000  
 
 
$8,000 

Operation Chance  


