
Questions? Contact us via email: 

Like the Selenge River that ties the Like the Selenge River that ties the 

capital city of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia to capital city of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia to 

the ancient Lake Baikal of Buryatia, the ancient Lake Baikal of Buryatia, 

Russia, our postRussia, our post--adoptive families are adoptive families are 

forever bound to the children of the forever bound to the children of the 

Baikal Region.Baikal Region.  

These families personally witnessed the These families personally witnessed the 

severe lack of resources in remote severe lack of resources in remote 

areas. Minimal food of poor quality, few areas. Minimal food of poor quality, few 

toys and books, primitive medical care toys and books, primitive medical care 

and no medicine are consistent and no medicine are consistent 

problems.problems.  

Please join us in an effort to make the Please join us in an effort to make the 

lives of these waiting children as lives of these waiting children as 

promising as possible.promising as possible.  

You Can Make a 
Difference in the World!  

 
Use the form on the 

adjoining page and send 
your tax-deductible 

donation to: 
 

Baikal Region Adoptive 
Family Fund 
P O Box 2672 

Appleton, WI 54912-2672 
 

BRAFF Donation Form 

For a description of Programs sup-

ported by BRAFF, see the reverse side 

of this brochure, or visit www.braff.org 

for additional detail.  

My tax-deductible gift of 

$____________________________________ 

is enclosed. Please designate this gift to 

the_________________________________ 

program in Russia | Mongolia  OR desig-

nate it to the Semka-Byer General Fund 

to use wherever the need is greatest. 

Name: 

__________________________________ 

Mailing Address: 

______________________________________

______________________________________

City, State, Zip: 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Email address (to send receipt): 

______________________________________ 

Send your tax-deductible dona-

tion to BRAFF, P.O. Box 2672,  

Appleton, WI 54912 

Dedicated to supporting the 
adoption and welfare of 

children in the Baikal region of 
Russia and Mongolia 

Baikal Region 
Adoptive 

Family Fund 

For more information, to review 
program updates, and read the 

latest newsletter, please visit our 
website:  

admin@braff.org 

BRAFF is a post adoptive support group 
and benefactor to the children of the Baikal 
Region. This organization does not partici-
pate in any official adoption proceedings. 

www.braff.org 



Birth to Three Centers ($10/day) 

Teachers are trained how to stimulate development 
and learning on an individual basis. BRAFF contributions 
are essential for this program to continue. 

Operation Chance (Goal: $20,000) 

Our program developed to help specific children with 
physical disabilities that prevent them from effectively 
communicating with others. 

Helping Orphans Pursue Education($200/month) 

Geared towards children who at age 16 must leave the 
orphanage, HOPE provides funding for orphans’ living 
expenses. Funding is only appropriated to children who 
successfully pass college entrance exams and maintain 
good standing at the college. 

Scholarship Fund (variable) 

Helps families with in-country adoption costs for older 
or harder-to-place children. 

Nutrition Program($10/day) 

Supplemental food and vitamins are provided to or-
phanage children. 

Pain-free Dentistry Program($35/child)  

Orphans receive dental care by local dentists, assuring 
that children receive adequate dental screening and pain
-free fillings, when necessary.  

Birthday ($100/ea) & Outing Programs ($250/ea) 

Ongoing birthday program celebrates every child’s 
birthday through a small party. The Outing program al-
lows children to leave the orphanage for an afternoon to 
attend a local play, museum, or enjoy afternoon tea.  

Physical Education Programs ($100 to $200/item) 

Aimed at improving the health and well-being of or-
phans, this program supports purchase of physical edu-
cation equipment and programming within the orphan-
ages.   

Ninety-five cents of every dollar donated goes 
directly to programs which support the children of 
the Baikal Region.  We have direct contact with the 
Baikal Region and hear first-hand how the programs 
we support impact childrenõs lives. 

A Tie That Binds                 BRAFF Supportsé            Children in Crisis 

During adoption travels to Russia 
and Mongolia, BRAFF families saw 
firsthand  that children  remaining in 
the orphanages needed advocates. 
How could we share the riches our 
children would grow accustomed to 

with their orphanage friends?   
 

The result - a passionate group of 
volunteer parents started BRAFF - 

enjoying reunions and cultural 
events for our families, and contin-

ued financial support for the orphan-
ages.  BRAFF formally organized, fil-

ing for non -profit status, in December 
2003, but our roots are much deeper. 

In the fall of 1997, the first families 
adopted from Ulan -Ude, spending 
nearly a month in Russia. Fami-

lies  adopting children from Mongolia 
joined our group in 2002.  

 
Today, BRAFF enjoys a membership 
of over 160 families!  All families who 
have adopted children from the Bai-
kal Region are welcome to be part 

of  the growing BRAFF family!    

Political instability and a collapsed econ-Political instability and a collapsed econ-

omy have put almost fifty percent of the omy have put almost fifty percent of the 

population in poverty. Seven hundred population in poverty. Seven hundred 

thousand children live in under funded, thousand children live in under funded, 

understaffed orphanages in Russia, and understaffed orphanages in Russia, and 

many more live in even worse conditions many more live in even worse conditions 

in Mongolia.in Mongolia.  

Only five percent of children over  
age 5 will be adopted 

If  not Adopted, by age 16... 
 

60% will be homeless and unemployed 
 

50% will turn to crime or prostitution 
 

40% will use drugs 
 

10% will commit suicide 

I asked God how much time I had 
left and he responded,  

òEnough to make a difference.ó 
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